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Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Cullen and Committee members:

I am Ron Han, Director of the Office of Veterans Services (OVS). I appreciate
this opportunity to provide testimony in support of the concepts on House
Concurrent Resolution House Resolution 56.

In response to the Resolution, the OVS in full partnership with the VA, Federal,
State, Counties, public and private entities recognizes an important need to bring
all of these agencies together to highlight issues affecting our 120,000 Veterans
in the State of Hawaii. This Veterans Summit comprised of over 100 Veterans
Service Organizations can be the impetus for special topics to be highlighted, like
Veteran Homelessness, Women Military/Veterans issues, Wounded Warrior
issues, transition assistance programs, and employment opportunities just to
name a few. The ability to caucus and bring forth root issues and solutions are
important goals this Veterans Summit can address, and more importantly,
achieve. Incorporating our neighbor islands and their respective Veteran
Councils, their Veterans Service Organizations, and employers will also bring to
light specific challenges affecting our island counties.

The OVS and VA recognizes the strong need to develop programs and to
address pertinent issues affecting our Veterans. This resolution will be a
tremendous first step.

We fully support these initiatives.

Thank you for this opportunity to speak on behalf of Hawaii’s Veteran community.


